
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a hearing of the LICENSING SUB-
COMMITTEE will be held in the THE BURGESS HALL, WESTWOOD 
ROAD, ST IVES PE27 6WU on THURSDAY, 13 JUNE 2024 at 2:00 
PM and you are requested to attend for the transaction of the following 
business:- 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
APOLOGIES 
 

1. ELECTION OF CHAIR  
 
Item Led By: Chair. 
 

2. MEMBERS INTERESTS  
 

To receive from Members declarations as to disclosable pecuniary, other 
registerable and non-registerable interests in relation to any Agenda item. Please 
see Notes below. 

 
Item Led By: Chair. 
 

3. INTRODUCTION  
 
Item Led By: Chair. 
 

4. LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE PROCEDURE (Pages 5 - 8) 
 
Item Led By: Chairman. 
 

5. PRIORY PARK, HUNTINGDON ROAD, ST NEOTS, CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 
1RF (Pages 9 - 70) 

 
To consider an application for a new premises licence under the Licensing Act 
2003 made by the following: 
 
Applicant: Neotists CIC 
 
Premises: Priory Park, St Neots 

 
Item Led By: W Dell O'Refice - (01480) 387075 
 

6. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 



To resolve:- 
  

to exclude the press and public from the hearing during the determination of 
the application. 

 
Item Led By: Chair. 
 

7. DETERMINATION  
 

To determine the application referred to in Agenda Item 5. 
 

Item Led By: Chair. 
 

29 day of May 2024 
 
Michelle Sacks 

 
Chief Executive and Head of Paid 
Service 
 

Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and other Registerable and Non 
Registerable Interests 
 
Further information on Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and other Registerable and 
Non-Registerable Interests is available in the Council's Constitution 
 
Filming and Recording of Council Meetings 
 
This meeting will be recorded by the Council for live broadcast online at 
https://www.youtube.com/user.HuntingdonshireDC  
 
If you participate in the meeting, you consent to being filmed and to the possible 
use of those images and sound recordings for broadcasting and/or training 
purposes. 
 
If you have any questions on the issue of filming / recording of meeting, please 
contact Democratic Services. 
 
The District Council permits filming, recording and the taking of photographs at its 
meetings that are open to the public. Arrangements for these activities should 
operate in accordance with guidelines agreed by the Council.  
 

Please contact Democratic Services, Tel: 01480 388169 / email: 
Democratic.Services@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  if you have a general query 
on any Agenda Item, wish to tender your apologies for absence from the 
meeting, or would like information on any decision taken by the 
Committee/Panel. 
Specific enquiries with regard to items on the Agenda should be directed towards 
the Contact Officer. 

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3744/constitution.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3744/constitution.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/user.HuntingdonshireDC
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/1365/filming-photography-and-recording-at-council-meetings.pdf


Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting as observers except 
during consideration of confidential or exempt items of business. 
 
Agenda and enclosures can be viewed on the District Council’s website. 
 

Emergency Procedure 
 

In the event of the fire alarm being sounded and on the instruction of the Meeting 
Administrator, all attendees are requested to vacate the building via the closest 

emergency exit.

http://applications.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE PROCEDURE 
 

1. MEMBERSHIP 
 
1.1 The Licensing Sub-Committee shall consist of three Members appointed by the Licensing 

Committee. A reserve member may also be in attendance in the event that any of the three 
Members is absent on the date of the hearing or discovers they have a conflict of interest. 
 

1.2  At the start of each Sub-Committee hearing a Chair shall be elected from amongst its 
members.   

 
1.2 The quorum for hearings of a Sub-committee shall be three members.  
 
1.3 Members should be present throughout the entire hearing. If a member is required to leave 

temporarily, the Chair shall adjourn the hearing whilst that member is unavailable. If a 
member is not present for the whole of an item of business, they will not be able to debate 
or vote on that item.   

 
1.4 A member will not take part in a hearing at which a matter is being discussed which relates 

to a Premises Licence, Club Premises Certificate, Temporary Events Notice or Personal 
Licence where either the premises are, or the person is resident in the ward which that 
member represents on Huntingdonshire District Council. 

 

2. THE HEARING 
 
2.1 Prior to the hearing, the Sub-Committee have received copies of all representations and 

relevant correspondence. 
 
2.2 Hearings are normally held in public and are live streamed on the Council’s YouTube 

Channel. However, the public may be excluded from all or part of a hearing where it 
considers that the public interest in so doing outweighs the public interest in the hearing or 
that part of the hearing taking place in public. The Sub-Committee will determine the 
outcome of an application at the conclusion of the hearing in private.   

 
2.3 The Sub-Committee will determine the application in accordance with the Council’s 

Statement of Licensing Policy, the Licensing Act 2003 and Guidance and Regulations under 
the Act taking into account the overriding need to promote the four licensing objectives, 
including guidance under Section 182 of the Licensing Act. 

 
2.4 The Chair may require any person who in his opinion is behaving in a disruptive manner to 

leave the hearing and may refuse to permit that person(s) to return or may permit them to 
return with specified conditions. Such a person may, before the end of the hearing, submit 
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https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/4941/review-of-statement-of-licensing-policy-appendix-7-january-2020.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/4941/review-of-statement-of-licensing-policy-appendix-7-january-2020.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/17/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/explanatory-memorandum-revised-guidance-issued-under-s-182-of-licensing-act-2003#full-publication-update-history


to the authority in writing information which they would have been entitled to give orally had 
they not been required to leave. 
 

2.5 Where appropriate, the Chair shall remind the parties that their representations should be 
relevant to the licensing objectives of the prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, the 
prevention of public nuisance and the protection of children from harm.  The Sub-Committee 
will disregard any information which is not relevant to the application, representations or to 
the licensing objectives. If, the Chair feels that the representations being made are not 
relevant, he may, after first reminding the party of the need for relevance, advise the party 
that he will no longer be heard.  Where in the opinion of the Chair, a party is being repetitious, 
vexatious or slanderous in his remarks, the Chair may first warn the party and may then 
advise the party that he will no longer be heard.  The ruling of the Chair shall be final.  
 

2.6 All questions and statements shall be directed through the Chair. 
 
3. HEARING PROCEDURE 
 
3.1 Procedure in all cases other than an application for a review of a premises licence or 

a club premises certificate or convictions coming to light after the grant or renewal 
of a personal licence. 

 
1. Introductions 

 
The Chair will, at the beginning of the hearing introduce the members of the Sub-
Committee and any officers in attendance to support the Sub-Committee and shall 
ask the parties and any persons accompanying them to state their names and 
addresses or who they represent. 

 
The Chair shall explain to the parties present that the hearing is subject to this 

procedure, copies of which will have been distributed to the parties with the notice of 
the hearing and shall enquire of the persons present whether there are any questions 
of clarity or explanation about its contents. 

 
2. Allocation of Time 

 
The Sub-Committee will generally not expect any of the parties to take more than 20 
Minutes to address it, to give further information or to call witnesses. In the case of 
interested parties, this time allocation is shared between the number of those in 
attendance. However, the Chair will exercise discretion dependent upon the 
circumstances of a particular case. Under the regulations an equal maximum time 
period must be allowed to all parties. 

 
 

3. The Licensing Authority: 
 

The Licensing Officer will present the application and representations received by the 
Council. No recommendation will be made. 

 
The Chair will invite Members of the Sub-Committee, the Applicant, Responsible 
Authorities and all other parties if they have any questions to clarify the content of the 
Licensing Officers report. 

 
4. The Applicant: 
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The Applicant or their representative will be invited to present their case in support of 
their application. 

 
If applicable, the applicant can call any witness(es) to give evidence in support of their 
case.  

 
Once the applicant has presented his / her case, the Chair will invite questions from the 
Sub-Committee and all other parties present. 
 

5. Responsible Authorities:  
 

The Chair will invite any Responsible Authorities in attendance to make representations 
in support of their representation.  

 
If applicable, the Responsible Authority’s can call any witnesses to speak in support of 
their case. 

 
Questions to Responsible Authority Officers will then be invited from all parties present.  

 
6. The Other Persons (people who have made a valid representation).  
 

The Chair will then invite and interested persons to put forward their case, based on the 
representation submitted.  

 
Where there are a number of interested parties and the nature of their representations 
are similar, such parties may decide to appoint a spokesperson to represent the group. 

 
Questions will then be invited from all parties present. 

 
7. Review of Written Representations 
 

The Sub Committee will review the relevant written representations which have been 
received. All parties present will be given an opportunity to comment.  

 
The Sub-Committee will consider any requests for permission to present new evidence 
or information not previously disclosed to all, the parties prior to the hearing. The general 
rule is that such information or evidence must not be considered unless all parties at the 
hearing agree to it being considered on the day of the hearing. A request may be made 
for a short adjournment to allow time for everyone to receive copies of the extra 
information and to read it. 

 
8. Summing Up 
 

After all parties have addressed the Sub-Committee, the Applicant or his representative 
will be invited by the Chair to sum up their application for a time not exceeding five 
minutes but without introducing any new evidence to the proceedings. 

 
9. Making and Reporting the Decision 
 

The Sub-Committee will then retire to another room to make their decision. The Council’s 
Legal Officer will accompany members to advise where necessary. 
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All parties will be sent a decision notice in writing within five working days of the date of 
the hearing outlining the decision and the reasons to support it. Details of appeal rights 
will also be sent with the decision notice. 

 
10. Record of the Hearing 
 

A record shall be taken of the hearing by the licensing authority which shall be retained 
for six years after the date of the determination of the hearing or the disposal of an appeal 
against the determination. 

 
 
4.0 Procedure in cases relating to an application for a review of a premises licence or a 

club premises certificate or convictions coming to light after the grant or renewal of 
a personal licence. 

 
In the case of such hearings, the procedure at 3.1 shall be followed with the exception that 
the applicant for a review of a premises licence or a club premises certificate or the chief 
officer of police in the case of an objection notice where convictions have come light after 
the grant or renewal of a personal licence will be invited to address the Sub-Committee first 
and to call any person(s) to whom permission has been granted to appear. 

 
After any questions have been dealt with the holder of the licence or certificate will be invited 
to address the Sub-Committee and to call any person(s) to whom permission has been 
granted to appear. 

 
There shall be no right of reply for the applicant for a review of the licence or certificate or 
for the Chief Officer of Police. 

 
 

G:\Licensing\Licensing Committee/Procedures/ Licensing Act – Licensing Sub Committee Procedure 2024
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LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE  
 

 
13th June 2024 

LICENSING ACT 2003 
APPLICATION FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCE 

Priory Park, St. Neots PE19 1RF 

 

1. INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Huntingdonshire District Council as the Licensing Authority has received an 
application for a new premises Licence: 
 
from Mr Ben Pitt, on behalf of Neotists CIC 
 
for the premises Priory Park, St. Neots PE19 1RF 
 
The Application was received on the 18th April 2024. As required under the 
Licensing Act 2003, notice of the application was advertised by blue notices 
displayed at or near the premises from the 19th April 2024 and in the local 
newspaper on the 24h April 2024. The 28-day consultation period ended on 16th 
May 2024.  
 

1.2 A copy of the application is attached as Appendix A (application) & Appendix B 
(plan). 

 

2. INFORMATION  

2.1 The Premises Licence application is applying for the following activities: 

a. Performance of plays, live music, recorded music, and performances of 
dance 

Saturday – 1100hrs to 2130hrs 

Sunday – 1100hrs to 2030hrs  

Seasonal Variations –  

Bank Holiday’s – 1100hrs to 2130hrs 

b. Hours premises are open to the public 

Open access to the public  

2.2 Section ‘M’ of the application form addresses the four licensing objectives.  Any 
proposals made in this section are normally translated directly into enforceable 
conditions that will be attached to the premises licence. Paragraphs 8.41- 8.49 
and Section 10 of the Home Office guidance issued under section 182 refer to 
the operating schedule and licence conditions 
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3. REPRESENTATIONS  

3.1 As part of the consultation the Responsible Authorities as determined under the 
Licensing Act 2003) were consulted on the application. Their responses can be 
seen in summary at Appendix C.  

3.2 Huntingdonshire District Council, in the capacity of land owner of Priory Park, 
have provided confirmation of permission for Neotists CIC to use the premises 
for the purposes applied for.  

3.3 During the period for representation a total of 21 valid representations were 
received from ‘other persons’. The representations and any subsequent 
correspondence are attached as Appendix D, Appendix D.1, Appendix D.2, 
and Appendix D.3 

3.4 A person who has submitted a relevant representation is entitled to address the 
Licensing Sub-Committee at the hearing and ask questions of any other party 
appearing at the hearing.  

3.5 Not all matters raised within the representation may be relevant matters for 
consideration under the Licensing Act 2003. 

 

4. MEDIATION 

There were additional conditions proposed by Environmental Health which were 
agreed with the applicant, found in Appendix C, however due to the volume of 
representations, mediation was not possible. 

 

5. GENERAL DUTY/POLICY CONSIDERATION  

4.1 The licensing authority must carry out its functions under the Act with a view to 
promoting the licensing objectives, each objective has equal importance, the 
objectives are:  

a. the prevention of crime and disorder,  
b. public safety,  
c. the prevention of public nuisance, and  
d. the protection of children from harm.  

 

4.2 The sub-committee must also have regard to: 

a. its statement of licensing policy, and  
b. any statutory guidance issued under Section 182 of the Licensing Act 

2003.  
c. the Human Rights Act 1988  
d. Live Music Act 2012 
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4.3 The Council must also fulfil its obligations under Section 17 of the Crime and 
Disorder Act 1998 to do all that it reasonably can to prevent crime and disorder 
in its district.  

 
6. DETERMINATION  

 
5.1 In making a decision, this application must be determined on its individual merits 

having regard to the representations and supporting documents included as part 
of the report along with additional information considered relevant at the hearing. 
As part of the decision process the sub-committee is required to give its reasons 
for any decision arrived at.  
 

5.2 Where the licensing authority considers that action under its statutory powers is 
appropriate, it may take any of the following steps: 

 
 Grant the application as applied for  
 Refuse the application  
 Add additional conditions to the premises licence  
 Exclude any licensable activities applied for 
 Amend dates and times of licensable activities applied for.   

 
5.3 Any decision made by the sub-committee must be reasonable and proportionate         

and promote the Licensing objectives.  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
Licensing Act 2003.  
Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003.  
The Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy.  
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© Crown copyright 

Continued from previous page...

Section 19 of 21

NOTES ON DEMONSTRATING ENTITLEMENT TO WORK IN THE UK

Entitlement to work/immigration status for individual applicants and applications from partnerships which are not 
limited liability partnerships:  
A licence may not be held by an individual or an individual in a partnership who is resident in the UK who:  

 • does not have the right to live and work in the UK; or  
 • is subject to a condition preventing him or her from doing work relating to the carrying on of a licensable 
 activity.  

Any premises licence issued in respect of an application made on or after 6 April 2017 will become invalid if the holder 
ceases to be entitled to work in the UK.  
Applicants must demonstrate that they have an entitlement to work in the UK and are not subject to a condition preventing 
them from doing work relating to the carrying on of a licensable activity. They do this in one of two ways: 1) by providing 
with this application copies or scanned copies of the documents listed below (which do not need to be certified), or 2) by 
providing their 'share code' to enable the licensing authority to carry out a check using the Home Office online right to work 
checking service (see below). 
Documents which demonstrate entitlement to work in the UK 

 • An expired or current passport showing the holder, or a person named in the passport as the child of the 
 holder, is A British citizen or a citizen of the UK and Colonies having the right of abode in the UK [please see 
 note below about which sections of the passport to copy].  

 • An expired or current passport or national identity card showing the holder, or a person named in the passport 
 as the child of the holder, is a national of a European Economic Area country or Switzerland.  

 • A Registration Certificate or document certifying permanent residence issued by the Home Office to a national 
 of a European Economic Area country or Switzerland.  
 • A Permanent Residence Card issued by the Home Office to the family member of a national of a European  
 Economic Area country or Switzerland.  

 • A current Biometric Immigration Document (Biometric Residence Permit) issued by the Home Office to the 
 holder indicating that the person named is allowed to stay indefinitely in the UK, or has no time limit on their  
 stay in the UK. 

 • A current passport endorsed to show that the holder is exempt from immigration control, is allowed to stay 
 indefinitely in the UK, has the right of abode in the UK, or has no time limit on their stay in the UK. 

• A current Immigration Status Document issued by the Home Office to the holder with an endorsement
 indicating that the named person is allowed to stay indefinitely in the UK or has no time limit on their stay in 
 the UK, when produced in combination with an official document giving the person’s permanent National  
 Insurance number and their name issued by a Government agency or a previous employer.  

• A birth or adoption certificate issued in the UK, when produced in combination with an official document
 giving the person’s permanent National Insurance number and their name issued by a Government agency 
 or a previous employer. 

• A birth or adoption certificate issued in the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man or Ireland when produced in 
 combination with an official document giving the person’s permanent National Insurance number and their  
 name issued by a Government agency or a previous employer. 

• A certificate of registration or naturalisation as a British citizen, when produced in combination with an
 official document giving the person’s permanent National Insurance number and their name issued by a  
 Government agency or a previous employer. 
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• A current passport endorsed to show that the holder is allowed to stay in the UK and is currently allowed to
 work and is not subject to a condition preventing the holder from doing work relating to the carrying on of a  
 licensable activity.  

• A current Biometric Immigration Document (Biometric Residence Permit) issued by the Home Office to the
 holder which indicates that the named person can currently stay in the UK and is allowed to work relation to  
 the carrying on of a licensable activity. 

• A current Residence Card issued by the Home Office to a person who is not a national of a European Economic 
 Area state or Switzerland but who is a family member of such a national or who has derivative rights or 
 residence. 

• A current Immigration Status Document containing a photograph issued by the Home Office to the holder 
 with an endorsement indicating that the named person may stay in the UK, and is allowed to work and is not  
 subject  to a condition preventing the holder from doing work relating to the carrying on of a licensable activity  
 when produced in combination with an official document giving the person’s permanent National Insurance  
 number and their name issued by a Government agency or a previous employer. 

• A Certificate of Application, less than 6 months old, issued by the Home Office under regulation 18(3) or 20(2)  
 of the Immigration (European Economic Area) Regulations 2016, to a  person who is not a national of a  
 European Economic Area  state or Switzerland but who is a family member of such a national or who has  
 derivative rights of residence.  

• Reasonable evidence that the person has an outstanding application to vary their permission to be in the UK 
 with the Home Office such as the Home Office acknowledgement letter or proof of postage evidence, or  
 reasonable evidence that the person has an appeal or administrative review pending on an immigration  
 decision, such as an appeal or administrative review reference number. 

• Reasonable evidence that a person who is not a national of a European Economic Area state or Switzerland but 
 who is a family member of such a national or who has derivative rights of residence in exercising treaty rights in 
 the UK including:-  

• evidence of the applicant’s own identity – such as a passport, 
• evidence of their relationship with the European Economic Area family member – e.g. a marriage 
 certificate, civil partnership certificate or birth certificate, and 
• evidence that the European Economic Area national has a right of permanent residence in the UK or is one 
 of the following if they have been in the UK for more than 3 months: 

(i) working e.g. employment contract, wage slips, letter from the employer, 
(ii) self-employed e.g. contracts, invoices, or audited accounts with a bank, 
(iii) studying e.g. letter from the school, college or university and evidence of sufficient funds; or 
(iv) self-sufficient e.g. bank statements. 

Family members of European Economic Area nationals who are studying or financially independent must also provide 
evidence that the European Economic Area national and any family members hold comprehensive sickness insurance in the 
UK. This can include a private medical insurance policy, an EHIC card or an S1, S2 or S3 form. 
Original documents must not be sent to licensing authorities. If the document copied is a passport, a copy of the 
following pages should be provided:- 
(i) any page containing the holder’s personal details including nationality; 
(ii) any page containing the holder’s photograph; 
(iii) any page containing the holder’s signature; 
(iv) any page containing the date of expiry; and 
(v) any page containing information indicating the holder has permission to enter or remain in the UK and is permitted to 
work.  
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If the document is not a passport, a copy of the whole document should be provided. 
Your right to work will be checked as part of your licensing application and this could involve us checking your immigration 
status with the Home Office. We may otherwise share information with the Home Office. Your licence application will not be 
determined until you have complied with this guidance.  
  
 Home Office online right to work checking service 
  
As an alternative to providing a copy of the documents listed above, applicants may demonstrate their right to work by 
allowing the licensing authority to carry out a check with the Home Office online right to work checking service.  
  
To demonstrate their right to work via the Home Office online right to work checking service, applicants should include in 
this application their 9-digit share code (provided to them upon accessing the service at https://www.gov.uk/prove-right-
to-work) which, along with the applicant's date of birth (provided within this application), will allow the licensing authority 
to carry out the check.  
  
In order to establish the applicant's right to work, the check will need to indicate that the applicant is allowed to work in the 
United Kingdom and is not subject to a condition preventing them from doing work relating to the carrying on of a 
licensable activity. 
  
An online check will not be possible in all circumstances because not all applicants will have an immigration status that can 
be checked online. The Home Office online right to work checking service sets out what information and/or documentation 
applicants will need in order to access the service. Applicants who are unable to obtain a share code from the service 
should submit copy documents as set out above.  
 

Section 20 of 21

NOTES ON REGULATED ENTERTAINMENT
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In terms of specific regulated entertainments please note that:  

• Plays: no licence is required for performances between 08:00 and 23.00 on any day, provided that the audience 
 does not exceed 500. 

• Films: no licence is required for ‘not-for-profit’ film exhibition held in community premises  between 08.00 and 
 23.00 on any day provided that the audience does not exceed 500 and the organiser (a) gets consent to the  
 screening from a person who is responsible for the premises; and (b) ensures that each such screening abides  
 by age classification ratings. 

• Indoor sporting events: no licence is required for performances between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, provided 
 that the audience does not exceed 1000.     

• Boxing or Wrestling Entertainment:  no licence is required for a contest, exhibition or display of Greco-Roman 
 wrestling, or freestyle wrestling between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, provided that the audience does not  
 exceed 1000. Combined fighting sports – defined as a contest, exhibition or display which combines boxing or  
 wrestling with one or more martial arts – are licensable as a boxing or wrestling entertainment rather than an  
 indoor sporting event. 

• Live music: no licence permission is required for:
o a performance of unamplified live music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, on any premises. 
o a performance of amplified live music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day on premises authorised to sell  
 alcohol for consumption on those premises, provided that the audience does not exceed 500. 
o a performance of amplified live music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, in a workplace that is not  
 licensed to sell alcohol on those premises, provided that the audience does not exceed 500.  
o a performance of amplified live music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, in a church hall, village hall,  
 community hall, or other similar community premises, that is not licensed by a premises licence to sell  
 alcohol, provided that (a) the audience does not exceed 500, and (b) the organiser gets consent for the  
 performance from a person who is responsible for the premises. 
o a performance of amplified live music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, at the non-residential premises 
 of (i) a local authority, or (ii) a school, or (iii) a hospital, provided that (a) the audience does not exceed 500,  
 and (b) the organiser gets consent for the performance on the relevant premises from: (i) the local  
 authority concerned, or (ii) the school or (iii) the health care provider for the hospital. 

• Recorded Music: no licence permission is required for:
o any playing of recorded music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day on premises authorised to sell alcohol  
 for consumption on those premises, provided that the audience does not exceed 500. 
o any playing of recorded music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, in a church hall, village hall,  
 community hall, or other similar community premises, that is not licensed by a premises licence to sell  
 alcohol, provided that (a) the audience does not exceed 500, and (b) the organiser gets consent for the  
 performance from a person who is responsible for the premises. 
o any playing of recorded music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, at the non-residential premises of (i) a  
 local authority, or (ii) a school, or (iii) a hospital, provided that (a) the audience does not exceed 500, and (b) 
 the organiser gets consent for the performance on the relevant premises from: (i) the local authority  
 concerned, or (ii) the school proprietor or (iii) the health care provider for the hospital. 
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Summary of Responsible Authority Responses 

Date of Response Name Organisation 
24/04/2024 Rebecca Smoothy Trading Standard 
I can confirm that we have received the below email regarding the premises 
licence application for St Neots Festival, Priory Park, Huntingdon Road, St Neots, 
we have no comments to make in relation to this application. 

 

Date of Response Name Organisation 
03/05/2024 Stephen Browne Environmental Health 

Food 
I do not have any objection to this application as such. 

 

Date of Response Name Organisation 
16/05/2024 PC Metcalfe Police Licensing 
I have had a look at incidents during last year’s event, can’t see anything related 
on there. 

 

 

Date of Response Name Organisation 
29/04/2024 Melanie Draper Environmental Health - 

Noise 
Please see message below from applicant agreeing to my proposed conditions to be 
added to premises licence. 

Conditions are: 

There should be no more than one event involving amplified live and/or recorded 
music/sound per calendar month 

No two events involving amplified live and/or recorded music/sound should be held on 
consecutive weekends at Priory Park 

The only events  involving amplified live and/or recorded music/sound held under this 
licence on Priory Park should be those organised by St Neotists CIC 

This does not apply to events where there is no regulated entertainment 
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Summary of Other Persons Responses 

Date Received Name Address Contact  
28/04/2024    

 
 
Further Comments: 
12/05/2024 
Dear Sirs 
I refer to your letter dated 01st May 2024, in which you include a link to your public register.   I have 
tried several times to use the link, but it only ever results in a notice of 'Invalid Request' 
 
Please forward a link that works, or better still, just address/reply to the concerns raised in our original 
letter to you. 
 

 

Date Received Name Address Contact  
07/05/2024    
We wish to object to the open-ended nature of the licence being requested for Priory Park in St Neots. 
We have no objection to a single event like the one last summer, but a licence for every weekend and 
every bank holiday  
 
Further Comments: 
We are still not happy with the open-ended nature of this licence, and the prospect of having our 
street blocked with parked cars every month, plus the noise. 
If it were to be limited to no more than 2 or 3 times a year, we would remove our objection. 
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Date Received Name Address Contact  
10/05/2024    
Thank you for letter dated 7.5.24. 
I'm sorry but the information in your letter does not address any of our concerns.  
We are alarmed that your letter suggests that in theory, the Council is considering, allowing a 2 or 3 
day event in Priory Park every month. This would make life at our address intolerable and is totally 
unreasonable.  
 
We believe that there should be tighter restrictions. It would be more acceptable if there was a 
restricted event season, such as 1st April to 31st August It should also be just 2 major events, with 
amplified music-- the St Neots Festival and 1 other, during that period. This gives residents of this 
estate options and opportunities as to how we individually wish to manage these events.  
 
Smaller events could successfully continue in Regatta Meadow and the revamped Market Square 
which have better parking and facilities. We believe that any Event Management Plan must also 
include parking to avoid the issues that we experienced last year.  
 
Finally, we consider that this information/consultation process has been conducted very poorly.  
We live 200 yards from the Park and yet the only notice that we saw was in Rowley Road/Longsands 
Road area at an obscure back entrance to the Park. It specified that responses to the application had 
to be written and posted. We understand that this is an outdated form and that responses could have 
been submitted by email, I wished to say that the obscure, limited and vague information available, 
along with an outdated method of response, has not facilitated residents, to fully and easily engage in 
this process. 
 
Further Comments: 
I wish to add another comment to my previous email. 
My husband and I don't use social media.  
Many of the residents on this estate are 'mature in age' and also don't use it. 
 
It has been brought to our attention that Mr Pitt has been conducting much of his campaign for Priory 
Park on social media, which could be perceived as discriminatory.  
 
 
Apparently, there's a post " I would love to have events every weekend in the park ( although perhaps 
not organise them all myself!)----And hopefully we can also do the occasional pop-up event in Priory 
Park (as well as St Neots Festival) - this licence will allow for that ". 
 
 
Information that has implications for residents of St Neots, should be transparent, available and 
accessible to everyone, in conventional formats and not just social media.  
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Date Received Name Address Contact  
10/05/2024    
Thank you for your response dated 7th May 2024. However it does not mitigate all of my concerns: 
 
(1) While the provision of parking is not relevant to the planning for events, the impact of 
event parking on local safety is directly relevant. There is clear evidence to suggest 
that this impacts safety by restricting access down one of the main routes in and out 
of the town for emergency services. 
I would be shocked if the Ambulance Service or Cambridgeshire Fire & Rescue (who 
are both based on the impacted road) deem it safe to have their route partially 
blocked. This is aside from the safety concerns relating to pedestrians – indeed a road restriction was 
placed not far from my house because of such an accident that was indirectly caused by the parking 
problems related to events in the park. 
 
(2) Your letter references various restrictions to events involving amplified and live music but it does 
not explicitly say all events – I am concerned that there is a loophole that could result in daily/weekly 
events. Especially given your note that says that the conditions do no apply to events where there is 
no regulated entertainment – how are these terms defined for the basis of the application? 
 
(3) I do not consider that my points 5 and 6 have been adequately addressed. I have 
never, ever at any event anywhere seen security guards that care about damage to 
the local area or to litter issues. They may get involved to discourage violence among attendees, or to 
ensure that tickets are purchased, but they rarely care for the local environment. So, I would like to 
understand how this would be addressed. 
 
I reiterate my plea to reject the application. However, should the application progress to a hearing, 
then I request the opportunity to speak and present evidence at that hearing. 
 
Further Comments –  
 
10/05/2024 
Further to our discussion, attached are some photos showing the impact that parking for events has 
upon the main road out of St Neots (Huntingdon Road). 
  
This was for just one random day of an event, but it is a routine situation when there are events in the 
park. It was even worse during the Festival event in June/July last year. 
  
As mentioned, my wife has been hit by a car while on this pavement, is just such circumstances, of 
there being an event – which is why we feel so strongly about it. 
  
Clearly there is no reasonable access for Emergency Services at times like this and there is a direct 
impact on safety for pedestrians. 
  
I will bring hard copies of these images to the hearing. **Images already attached with Appendix D.1 
 
14/05/2024 
Further to my earlier emails, I would like to formally raise the following additional objections to the 
application: 
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1. It appears that the application for the event has not fully complied with the council’s stated 
processes, specifically: 

  
 The application form was not submitted within at least 3 months prior to the first planned event 

on the 6th/7th July – since the application was apparently made on the 19th April. 
 Given that the event is large, and the event application was made on 19th April then the 

application has also breached the requirement to attend the Event Safety Advisory Group 
(ESAG) at least three months prior to the event. This is clearly an important aspect as matters 
such as Health and Safety and Traffic Management Plans need to be considered. 

 The application form summitted clearly states that the issues such as Public safety, public 
nuisance and Traffic management will all be addressed in the Event Management Plan for 
each event, and that this will be issued “no later than three months prior to date of the event”. 
This clearly represents another breach since the application itself was submitted less than 3 
months before the first event date. 

  
I have been denied access to view the critical Event Management Plan (see email below), which is 
directly relevant to the areas of my objections. I must therefore insist that I be given time at the 
hearing to question and potentially raise additional points around this area that is currently being kept 
secret, despite being of obvious public interest and relevance. 
  
My concern is that the initial event (St Neots festival) is already being advertised online, and on social 
media, despite the existence of the review hearing. This would appear to reflect a disregard and 
contempt for the views of residents like myself. Last year’s event was a disaster from the perspective 
of road safety and yet the organisers feel at liberty to proceed without having yet received formal 
approval. 

Date Received Name Address Contact  
10/05/2024    
See attachment Appendix D.1 
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Date Received Name Address Contact  
11/05/2024    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 41 of 70



Page 6 of 14 

Date Received Name Address Contact  
10/05/2024    
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Date Received Name Address Contact  
13/05/2024    
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Date Received Name Address Contact  
14/05/2024    
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Date Received Name Address Contact  
15/05/2024    
Dear Licensing Advisor 
I have been made aware of an application for a licence by Mr Ben Pitt on behalf of the Neotists for live 
music on Saturdays and Sundays and the August Bank Holiday throughout the summer on Priory 
Park St Neots.  
 
I am strongly objecting to this licence application. 
 
Last year the St Neots festival took place over one weekend in July on the park and this took a great 
deal of organising. There is not adequate parking for any event in Priory Park so police cones were 
put out all along Huntingdon Road and the entrance to Barringer Way (opposite Priory Park) as well 
as the entrances to Park Way and The Crescent.  Whilst this stopped poor parking where the cones 
were placed, vehicles were dumped further into these side roads, causing driveways to be obstructed 
and visibility reduced for users of these estates, which resulting in several near misses of potential 
accidents, with cars unable to see around corners due to poor parking on junctions.   This occurred 
over one weekend, which was enough to deal with. Every Saturday morning there is very poor parking 
along Huntingdon Road all through the winter due to sporting events on Priory Park (football and 
running events). To think we not only have to cope with not been able to drive along Huntingdon Road 
safely most Saturday mornings (the police and Cambs Highways have both been informed but 
nothing has been instigated) with cars having to mount the pavement as there is only enough space 
for one vehicle to travel along due to the restricted width of the road due to the parking.  So once the 
football season has finished on Priory Park we can enjoy the park and have one weekend of 
disruption in the summer with the festival. However this licence application is for events any Saturday 
or Sunday all summer, well into the evening, with no need to give notice to any of these residents that 
are severely affected. Priory Park is abutted by several residential areas that will be severely 
impacted by the noise, litter and disruption. 
 
The licence should only be allowed for the summer festival weekend and not an open licence as 
requested this year. The festival duration licence should only be given with very clear strong parking 
restrictions as part of the conditions whereby cones are placed all along Huntingdon Road (from the 
roundabout with Mill Lane all along Huntingdon Road way past the sorting office) and all along 
Barringer Way main thoroughfare, all along Parkway and along a great depth of The Crescent so that 
it is not worthwhile inconsiderate drivers walking that far and then they may consider using the 
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appropriate parking on the Rugby Field with marshals assisting those crossing over Huntingdon Road 
to the festival. 
 
The wildlife in the park is stunning over the summer, in the late evenings the muntjacs are around, the 
hedgehogs are out as well as the foxes and the nesting birds. This is not a park for continuous party 
events. It is a beautiful open space for people to enjoy and the wildlife to venture out in the evenings. 
No thought has been given to the impact continuous loud music at weekends will have on our wildlife, 
has any ecological assessment been carried out to see what the impacts could be? 
 
Therefore on safety grounds, due to poor parking, for disruption including noise levels and for the 
impact on wildlife, a one off licence should be given as a maximum for the weekend of 6/7 July for 
Priory Park only with full parking conditions. But please do not allow an open summer licence for use 
every weekend on this beautiful parkland as this will have detrimental impacts.  How will impacted 
residents be informed of these sudden events if there is an open licence with no control over the 
disruption it will cause? Riverside park has adequate parking and toilets and has always been a park 
for events (fun fairs etc), this should continue to be considered for these events. 
 
Thank you for taking this into consideration. If an open licence is given then I will seek further advice. 

 

Date Received Name Address Contact  
15/05/2024    
To whom it may concern: 
 
I understand from notices posted at random on lamp-posts and waste bins locally that a premises 
license is being considered for Priory Park. 
 
I am deeply concerned that this is an open-ended application without specific dates. As a resident of 
the adjacent estate, the likelihood of unacceptable levels of noise and disruption due to increased 
traffic is extremely high, especially given that the Rugby Club also host events with loud music from 
time to time. 
 
Huntingdon Road and this area is already chaotic on many Saturday mornings in the football season 
as a result of inconsiderate parking. 
 
I therefore wish to register my objection to this application. 
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Date Received Name Address Contact  
16/05/2024    
I am writing about the proposed license to have music in Priory Park St Neots at weekends and bank 
Holidays.  I am concerned about the noise levels and what the noise levels might mean for quality of 
life to people in the neighbouring streets.  I don't mind a 'once a year' festival,  but would strongly 
object to live music more often than that 

 

Date Received Name Address Contact  
16/05/2024    
As a resident of one of the estates neighbouring Priory Park, I must object to the application by 
Benjamin Michael Pitt for blanket permission for live and recorded music performance in Priory Park 
on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays throughout the summer. 
Experience has shown that the type of people who broadcast live and recorded music from areas 
near residential properties have no concept of what is an acceptable level of volume. Also, if the rugby 
club holds an event on the same day, the two factions will compete to prove who has the loudest 
amplifier just as happened last year, and we residents in between are blasted by two simultaneous 
deafening and tuneless dins from both sides. For our health and well-being, it is completely 
unacceptable. 
Last year we were plagued by load revving engines and the stench of burning rubber coming from the 
rugby club. 
The noise of the motorbikes using New Street / B1041 as a drag strip every Sunday is proof that the 
police cannot uphold the law in the town. Please do not force us to bother them with noise complaints 
regarding live "music" as well. 
 

 

Date Received Name Address Contact  
16/05/2024    
Please do not grant such a licence for the playing of music in Priory Park on weekends. Granting this 
licence will change the nature of the park from a peaceful environment into a place that will be 
avoided by many on the weekend. What we have now is very special. Do not spoil it.  An event such 
as an occasional Festival is very much appreciated and enjoyed by many. Music every weekend ? No 
no no. 
You requested that we should not include comments on the environment and parking. These are huge 
issues, please consider these before even discussing the music licence. 
Rate payer and resident of St 
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Date Received Name Address Contact  
16/05/2024    
To whom it may concern  
 
I am writing to put forward my objection to this application. I live at XXXX 
 
I moved my family to this peaceful estate in 2020 and the St Neots Festival last year was our first 
experience of a large weekend party in Priory Park.  
 
I'm concerned at the 'conditions' attached to the Licence, in particular the possibility of regular parties 
in the Park, with all the noise, crowds and parking issues associated with that. 
 
We have a young child who goes to bed early as you’d expect and last year during the festival we 
could hear the music clear as day in our house until the cut off off time which was well past his 
bedtime and inevitably affected him going to sleep. 
 
Furthermore, our usually quiet streets were used as car parks and the park we love to visit and play 
in, as you would expect, took the brunt of so many people passing through it.  
 
I’m not adverse to 1 or 2 events there in a year but to open it up to the possibilities of numerous 
events across a year is unacceptable. If this is approved it would no doubt affect house prices as well 
as various other aspects of our lives here. 
 
This licence has been raised with complete disregard of the residents in the area and needs to be 
revised. Therefore please accept this as my fervent objection to the proposal. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you on this matter and the next steps. 
 

 

Date Received Name Address Contact  
16/05/2024    
With ref to the application made by Mr Pitt for an open ended licence for live / recorded music, dance 
and theatre performances in Priory Park for Saturdays, Sundays and Bank holidays I wish to raise my 
objections. 
 
I am a local resident and paid a premium to live in this great location adjacent to Priory Park.  I walk in 
it daily. I frequently litter pick after sporting functions to help maintain its beauty.  I’m a member of 
Friends of Priory Park. I value its beauty and peace and enjoying seeing people enjoying and 
respecting this special place. 
 
I took part in the ‘23 St Neots Festival and congratulate the volunteers and organising committee who 
were involved in the planning for over a year.  There were local inconveniences in terms of noise, 
rowdy behaviour and irresponsible parking over the 2 days, but there were so many benefits to the St 
Neots Community which brought a feel good factor. 
 
The Festival’s success was dependent upon good planning, volunteer help, good security and an 
excellent clean up team to restore the Park to its pristine state.  I’m not sure if Mr Pitt realises the 
need for local goodwill and volunteer help for what sounds like a commercial venture. Is he aiming to 
make money or to raise funds for local charities?  St Neots Festival raised lots of money for local 
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charities and showcased local talent. 
 
I’m not keen on the idea of monthly pop up festivals.  This is not Glastonbury with its once a year 
huge infrastructure including organised car parking, toilets, First Aid, food etc. 
 
Priory Park has limited parking.  Local residents can be inconvenienced and cars parked irresponsibly 
along Huntingdon Rd and on verges can inhibit access for Emergency Services, all sited on this road. 
 
The noise from proposed regular weekend events would be disruptive.  Priory Park with its rolling 
landscape and amazing collection of trees, is also home to birds and wild life. I’m lucky to enjoy the 
peace and relaxation and I would not welcome a change of purpose for our lovely Park. 
 
I could go on about my feelings to preserve and enhance the dwindling open spaces in our rapidly 
expanding town.  There are lots of planning application for new dwellings but I’ve yet to see more land 
set aside to enjoy nature and relaxation. We need these spaces for their original purpose,  not to 
develop commercial exploitation. 

 

Date Received Name Address Contact  
14/05/2024    
See attachment Appendix D.2 

 

Date Received Name Address Contact  
15/04/2024    
See attachment Appendix D.3 
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Firstly thank you for providing further detail of this application and due process. 

  

Further to 09/05/2024: 

My phone call with yourself and detail of my previous letter dated 29/04/2024, 

now also attached to this email, on behalf of my wife Jane Pierce, and myself. 

• Please can the initial letter detail be aligned for consideration as part of this 

Objection to the Priory Park Licence Application as necessary, regarding an 

overall view of the sum of the general objections. 

• N.B. For speed and clarity of response, I have made my further notations in 

Blue text. 

  

For consultation, due to the lack of posting of the application detail around the 

site, and many people who use this site choosing not to use / view social media. 

This means I would suggest many local residents are not aware of the licence 

application and thereby to discuss the implications.  

• This by default will have negated responses to HDC.  

• The posted application stated responses by letter only. In turn would deter 

people who normally would email, and as in my case cause potential further 

delays, or none receipt. 

As my letter to HDC of (29/04/2024), stated as not received, hence no response, 

until I initiated by phone contact on 09/05/2024. This has also reduced the window 

for consultation. 

  

  

Additional conditions agreed by the Environmental Health team, HDC & Applicant. 

  

·       There should be no more than one event involving amplified live and/or recorded 
music/sound per calendar month. 

 This would still allow a three day function/event, being classed as one overall event. 
i.e. Saturday, Sunday, and Bank Holiday Mondays. 

We would find this completely unacceptable as our home is only three hundred 
meters from the park, and we should not be subjected to noise, nuisance, and 
disturbance. 

As it stands a total of twelve events per year, potentially some lasting three days. No 
"rest bite", for adjacent inhabitants. As to occupy the attendees, by increasing the 
number of stages to be used from last year, even if two stages take perhaps a ten 
minute break, the remainder will continue with sound, so no actual down time over 
potentially 10.5 hours on a Saturday, and 9.5 hours on a Sunday and Bank Holiday. 
For a three day event, equating to 29.5 hrs of continuous action. Not including, set-
up and clear up time with all that entails, metal work, skips, display vehicles, and 
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staff. As per last year's festival an additional hour plus on the Sunday evening. 
Attendees can leave after two, three hours, those of us residing, have continued 
disturbance over thirty plus hours. 

The way the original application has been "Couched", it implies licence being required 
due to the St. Neots Festival Event, but not showing clearly in the posted 
application the degree of clarity regarding the additional level of function capacity 
requested.  

·       No two events involving amplified live and/or recorded music/sound should be 
held on consecutive weekends at Priory Park. 

This implies even with above, we now have potential overall of two event's per month. 
twenty four in the calendar year. We object strongly to Priory Park being used as a 
party venue. 

·       The only events involving amplified live and/or recorded music/sound held under 
this licence on Priory Park should be those organised by St Neotists CIC. 

Noted. 

·       This does not apply to events where there is no regulated entertainment. 

Within this note, we will still be accommodating further days, with some noise 
disturbance, from other bodies, who as now are already using loud hailers, for 
events such as running, fitness, dance, football.  All of which are we would suggest 
very necessary, and within the correct use of the park. So again this would make 
overall a considerable number of days annually. 

  

1. The Prevention of Crime and Disorder: 

By the number of people who will through the event access by passing through, and 
parking, in the surrounding roads and cul-de-sac's. There are further issues for 
household security, and resident's vehicles, in what have been quiet areas, and 
very often the very reason inhabitants chose to live in these areas. We live here and 
will have no escape from the continuous noise nuisance, which spills over beyond 
the site for party antics, often fueled by  particularly alcohol. 

2. Public Safety: 

Although we understand it is not the responsibility of the applicants to address 
parking. We do believe it is for HDC and their relevant sub-committees, this must 
be addressed, for Public Safety. 

Particularly regarding access for children and those requiring some level of physical 
mobility support, at a site not set up for these type of events. The infer structure is 
not in place.  

Huntingdon Road is a main artery for large volumes of traffic, on a normal day, hence 
the relatively recent reduced speed limit and traffic calming. Priory Hill likewise. 
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As my letter states, due to Park design / access changes since a large "Re-
enactment", was staged some years ago there was the facility to use part of the 
park for car parking, which by definition helped, but did not alleviate on road issues 
and "Near miss incidents" Huntingdon road was solidly parked causing the road at 
times to grind to a halt. We have seen buses, delivery vehicles, and emergency 
personnel struggling to navigate in safety. I would suggest as ourselves we have 
not complained in the past as more of a one off event, but this will not now be the 
case. So the noise of extra traffic, congestion fumes and in-appropriate parking, 
even on existing legitimate football matches on a Saturday, can cause antisocial 
behavior, if individuals are challenged by local residents. 

Many people will need to cross this road at designated points which are not traffic 
light or Zebra crossing controlled. Hence traffic parked along the road edge, 
creates a corridor of some distance, where children, and cyclists in particular are 
not easily seen behind these vehicles. Couple that with driver frustration due to 
severely, impeded progress along the road, and blind spots, this increases 
potential incidents significantly, particularly when vehicles park half on the 
pavement / grass verge or vehicles do the same to progress. This will not be safe 
particularly as in close proximity to child play areas. 

This spills over into adjacent roads as per the last St. Neots Festival, with I believe 
approximately 12,000 attendees.  If this new licence facility is granted, that could 
equate to some 20,000 attendees due to the size of the park and extensive recent 
surrounding housing development's, i.e. Loves Farm and the Winteringham, 
developments, and those adjacent to the A1. 

With virtually no on-site parking provision, and lack of infrastructure to safeguard the 
individuals at these access and exit points, how does that safeguard attendees and 
local inhabitants in these areas due to the massive increase in density of event 
users.  

People in general will drive if they can as near as possible to the site, rather than walk 
any distance and sometimes park inadvertently causing obstruction, when they 
have become time pressured. 

Safety first please. 

If the sub-committee has already been considered, then we respectfully suggest, after 
these comments, this should be done again, otherwise the general public has had 
any direct input to that finding, other than by well intended committee members, 
who may not have had the benefit of local views. 

3.  The Prevention of Public Nuisance: 

Please note comments from above, regarding the areas under the 2003 Act, that 
reduce our living and working amenity and environment, if this licence is granted. 

There is no infrastructure in place for facilities.  

However at the other sites currently used for events, such as Regatta Meadows, 
Riverside Park. There are permanent restaurants, catering facilities, toilets, and 
off-road parking, available.  
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In St. Neots there is a substantial regeneration project currently ongoing at the Priory 
Centre and Market Square, both of which offer the type of events that Mr. Pitt, is 
wanting. These venues have all the infrastructure / parking already in place, 
without causing stress, anxiety, and noise to residential homes nearby. 

St Neots has a vast entertainment schedule across the year, when you take into 
account, museum activities, Priory Centre music events, theatre events, shows, 
dances and fairs. Regatta meadows events and sporting events, riverside park, 
music and sport and family events, which have taken place successfully over many 
years. Priory Park has always been a peaceful and beautiful area of St. Neots, 
offering a peaceful haven to residents of all ages.  

This does not appear compatible or acceptable. 

4. The Prevention of Children from Harm: 

We have not the data to comment, therefore leave in the authorities decision making 
remit. 

  

• We await your further communication. 

  

Kind regards 

Signed:  A. PIERCE. 

On behalf of; Mr. A.H.G. PIERCE & Mrs. J. PIERCE 

14 Hatley Close 

St. Neots 

Cambridgeshire 

PE19 1RB. 

01480 403353. 

 

Attached letter below:  
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14 Hatley Close 
St. Neots 

Huntingdon 
Cambridgeshire 

PE19 1RB 
01480 403353 

Huntingdonshire District Council, 
Licensing Section, 
Pathfinder House, 
St. Mary’s Street, Huntingdon, 
Cambs, 
PE29 3TN. 
 
29/04/2024 
 
Ref: AP/HDC. / PP1. 
Notice of Application for a premises Licence. Benjamin 
Michael Pitt 19th April 2024. 
Priory Park, off Huntingdon Road, St. Neots PE19 1RF. 
 
I wish to register my concern as noted below. 
I have only seen one notice posted, at Priory Park, not on a main 
entrance regarding this licence application, and believe if it had been 
more prominent, there would be more detail registered with 
yourselves. 
 
Outline application: 
An extremely all-encompassing request, for what appears if granted, 
an automatic renewal for some years ahead. With the ability to access 
the individual’s event dates, without question. Any Saturday, Sunday, 
Bank Holidays, that the applicant wishes to facilitate if granted, with 
no clear definition of the event/s. 
 
Priory Park is a very large site compared with others in St. Neots, and 
therefore could/would accommodate vast numbers, with all the issues 
extra capacity brings. I question the infrastructure to accommodate, 
and the suitability for this outdoor space. 
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Parking issues: 
As other events there will be a considerable increase of parking along 
the main roads, particularly, Huntingdon road and into the local 
closes, affecting thoroughfares and access. This has already been 
getting worse with existing events. Due to landscaping changes to 
address other issues at Priory Park. There is no longer the facility to 
allow organisers, (with permission), as in the past to access and use 
part of the park itself, for parking, on the grass area adjacent to Priory 
Hill. Where in the past before changes were made, I would suggest up 
to at least 150 vehicles were accommodated, and were thereby off 
road. Even when this was available there was considerable vehicle 
parking on adjacent roads. 
 
Sound levels. 
Depending on the type of event, varying noise levels, and times 
quoted into the evenings affecting people's rest days. Particularly 
children bed times, night shift workers, trying to sleep. With quoted 8-
30 pm or 9-30 pm, finishes. Then no doubt closing down / removal 
noise, for equipment, and waste such as skips, to allow the park to 
function for the following day.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
A.H.G. PIERCE 
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